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Personal Statem
ent

 Born and raised in Vietnam for almost 15 years, Ky To is a dedicated 

and creative undergrad at Pratt Insitute, majoring in communication design 

and minor in photography. Ky To acquires an eye and ability for photography 

that she uses as a tool to document ideas around her. Yet, she trains to be 

a professional designer with a good sense of framing. After one and a half 

year attending college, her critical thinking and technical skill have en-

hanced. In fact, she has a background in filming and stage management before 

arriving Pratt. And the acquired skills are shown in her works. She ini-

tiates a design project in the same way she approaches her design project. 

She ensures to understand the criteria, what needs to be delivered, what 

is the needed procedures, and how to execute it. Yet, she treats the design 

process with great intensity with insight research and always challenge 

herself to look for a more creative and engaging possibility. Though, she 

has a great curiosity and passion for learning. 

 During her junior year in high school, she had an internship at Edu-

cational Video Center (EVC) for almost half a year. With the amazing crew, 

the crew and she produced a documentary about phone addiction and it was 

screened at the Lincoln Center Theater in 2017. As she was completing the 

last year for art program, Ky To was honored to receive the School Art 

League Awards at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. In the same year, she re-

ceived two other scholarship funds from BAM and Albert Shanker College 

before receiving a full scholarship from HEOP to attend Pratt Institute. 
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The Unknown Cuisine: “30 Ngon”
 Project Brief: Design a multi-page menu for a restaurant, cafe, or 

bar. This can be a restaurant concept that you’ve developed yourself, or a 

redesign of an existing real-world restaurant brand or concept. 

“The Unknown Cuisine” is a family menu design for an all Vietnamese noo-

dles restaurant. The idea is to introduce different types of rice noodle 

and noodle from different regions of Vietnam that have not yet discovered. 

Design wise, I emphasized the environment of the imaginary restaurant: 

warm, friendly, classic and spacy, by using illustration, handwriting let-

ters, and minimalistic composition. For the other components such as ty-

pography, photography, texture, color, icon, and hierarchy of the design, 

I incorporated these on different pages without making the whole design 

feels overwhelmed or sparse. Honestly, I was struggling with manipulating 

the negative and positive space. But later I learned gestures such as ro-

tating, scaling, offsetting, and reporting to solve the empty space I sub-

consioucly left out.  

P
roject 01 
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Theme: 
This mood 

board rep-

resents the 

environment, 

ecstatic, and 

voice of the 
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Research: This is 
a collection of the 

menu I gathered to 

use for research and 

inspiration. One of 

the components that 

make the menu more 

engaging is the rela-

tionship between the 

menu’s content and its 

graphic information. 

There’s must be some 

graphics that repre-

sent the sensation of 
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Logo development: I 
used calligraphic brush to 

create a sense of hand draw-

ing, which shows the classic 

and traditional aspect of the 

design. At the same time, 

such handwritting letter cre-

ate a nice tecture to the 

logo. The typography on the 

other hand is used to simu-

late the curveness of a noo-
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Iterations: I used the pro-
cess of iterating to explore the 

best possible approaches to the 

final design. Each iterations 

based on different criterion in 

considering to its scale, conve-

nience and interactive potential.
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Final:
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 Abstraction of Emojis 
 Project Brief: Create a collection of complex, radially symmetric de-

signs. Think carefully about the visual phenomenon of symmetry, including in-

stances of symmetry in both the natural environment and in the designed envi-

ronment, such as in logos, signs, buildings, etc.

“Abstraction of Emoji” is a series of complex abstract designs used primarily 

emojis to create a radical symmetric circle. Each design has to communicate a 

story or message using the given component: emoji’s meaning, hybrid design, 

rotation, shear, reflect, scale, form, color, and line. Through this project, 

I learned new digital skills such as creating a grid, placing an object on 

the same point,and to train the ability to read or analyze a grid. Addition-

ally, I developed a sense of scale construction and challenge myself to step 

our of my comfort zone. The aim of this assignment is to use emoji effective-

ly to create an engaging narrative and a dynamic composition. 

P
roject 02 
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Visu-
al re-
search: 
w Collect-

ing every-

day objects 

that look 

radially 

symmetrical  
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Emoticon Reaction: These are some of the recreations done in Adobe Illustration in in-
tent to master using pen tool and other basic tools on AI.  
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shiba inu’s adventure

a dying flower

Itera-
tions: 
These are some 

of the ini-

tional compo-
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Final 
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Cell Nation Through Currency
 Project Brief: Design a system of paper currency denomination notes for a 

fictitious country, sovereignty, or economic system. 

“Cell Nation” is a series of fictional bills designe based on the idea of the 

cell as a living civilization. Three most imporatnt parts of human autonomy: 

brain, lung and  heart are personified as figures. The body’s organelle systems 

are countries and the cells are the citizens. These cells will use currency 

to purchase nutrition such as glucose and oxygen. They also have to pay for 

ddelivery because cell don’t move and so enzyme, anything that has to do with 

chemical reaction inside human body need enzyme to speed up the pcoress. 

In term of design, I focus on creating legitnatmcy needed to make the design 

more creditable. Elements such as seriel number, seal, district number, Trea-

sury and State’s signatures, plate serial, serial date, and denomination are 

the most immporatnt details. I enssured to include all of them on the compo-

sition. One problem I was able to adressed by myself is to occupy the empty 

background by manipualting the transpatency of forms and lines. 

P
roject 03 
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Visual 
research: 
A close study 

of both faces 

of the bill.  
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Iterations: These are some of the ini-
tal compositions focused creating compsi-

tionand graphic information.
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Refinement: This second 
trial is purposed to incorpo-

rate the components that in-

crease their credit. Also, to 

add visual information and a 

critical execution.



Ky To 2018 Portfolio

24

Final 
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The Misogynist 
 Project project: Create a digital portrait illustration of an interesting per-

son or character from photographic source material. The final portrait must also 

integrate complex background imagery elements and typography as part of the overall 

composition.

The final portrait is a personal response to the current issue of sexual harassment 

and misogynist. That’s why chose the quotation “Why don’t women speak up” from an 

article talking about sexual harassment and politic. This quote reminded me of the 

case between Brett Kavanaugh and Christine Blasey.  When’s reading the comments 

at the time, there was a comment like “ why didn’t she speak up or tell anyone?” 

in which I found it quite inhumane. That is why I chose Pablo Picasso as a sub-

ject matter because he used to marriage a 17 years old girl, Marie-Thérèse Walter. 

To him, “every time I change wives I should burn the last one. That way I’d be rid 

of them,” such mindset is, of course, isn’t normal. The fact that this issue isn’t 

getting enough attention and there are people who willing to justify that Picasso 

wasn’t wrong. This situation is very similar to what I am seen today in among the 

male politicians and the President. 

P
roject 04 
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     Visual research: Collec-
tions of portraits and setting.
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Typographic Composi-
tions: 
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Formal Analysis Rough: Sim-
plify the research.
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Iterations: Integrating back-
ground, portrait and typography.
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Final
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Project 01 Project 02 Project 03 Project 04
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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s
ktox@pratt.edu
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