
Process and Production COM-D 242

Alex jones
Process and Production

COM-D 242 05



Alex Jones- Portfolio 2018

Table of COntents:
P.3                      Personal Statement

P.4-7                 THe Vitalitea of the Situtation

p.8- 11              EMoji as you’ve never seen them 
before...

P.12-15            IF space had a  Currency

p.16-19            Becasue he wants to be here

P. 20                   Acknoledgements

p.21                   SLide Deck



Process and Production COM-D 242

Personal Statement:

Alex has loved art as long as she can remember. From the moment that she could hold a marker 
she’s been drawing and doodling on any paper she can find: receits, napkins, scraps of paper. Her 
high school notes might be as much doodles as they were actual notes. In high school was the time 
that Alex really got to explore her love for art and try different media. She enrolled in art 
courses all four years, taking Studio, Drawing and Painting, Advanced Art, and Print Making.Addition-
ally out of her entire senior class, Alex’s art was selected to be framed an hung in the main office of 
the school.

Alex’s experience with art was not confined to her school year, however. She also attended summer 
art programs at The College of Saint Rose and Sage College in Albany, NY and was selected to at-
tend the New York Summer School o the Arts. Over this time her work was also featured in the Sage 
Summer Gallery Show. 

Currently, Alex is a sophmore attending Pratt Insistute in Brooklyn, New York and if anything her love 
of art only continues to grow everyday.  With all of the different settings she’s experienced to learn art, 
Alex uses a wide range of approaches to solve design problems and keep her craft strong. This might 
mean using digital illustrations for a poster series in one class, but creating hand-drawn colored pencil 
renderings for another, or even learning something new for a work, like origami. Along with majoring in 
Communication Design, Alex is also minoring in Photography and Psychology at Pratt, extending her 
knowledge into the real and internal reasoning for art. The main focus of Alex’s journey with art is not 
only to find inspiration within herself but to give that inspiration to others. 
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spilling the tea...
Vitali-tea
Vitiali-Tea is a tea bar and cafe concept created by 
Alex for the first project of the class. The design 
included a brand name, logo, and menu design, as 
well as, a conceptual idea of what the cafe would 
physically look like. The idea for a tea restaurant 
came from Alex’s abundant love (and slight obses-
sion some would say) with drinking tea. This love 
of tea stems from days at her grandma’s house, 
stealing sips from her grandma’s tea mug and con-
tinued to grow with the friends she’s made though 
the love of tea. This essentialness of tea in her life 
was the influencing factor to the name of the cafe, 
Vitali-Tea, becasue it seems to be that for Alex 
today. 

The design concept for the cafe was life, as the 
name is Vitali-tea. The cafe would be decorated 
with an abundance of plants, with a woodsy, rustic 
feel. The menu’s main focus is tea and creating a 
perfect up, but the cafe is imagined to also have 
some light lunch food, shuch as sandwiches, 
soups, and pastries. 

The approach to creating this design was to try 
and use similar elements in many iterations to 
experiment with the numerous different ways that 
they could be arranged. 
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Pictured on the right of the previous page is 
the finalized logo for Vitali-Tea. The concept 
was to conbine a well known element of tea 
with the interior design concept of the cafe. 
The result of this was the combination of a tea 
kettle and a leaf, along with the inside of the 
leaf appearing to hold liquid. Alex found this 
design the most fitting becasue it played on the 
term “tea leaves” just as the name of the cae 
played on “Vitality”. 

The pictures on this page are the beginning 
mood boards for the cafe. The concept was to 
make a place that was calming and felt person-
al. This feeling was achieved through the ideas 
of hand lettering, chalkboard designs, and 
plant life decorations. 
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When first making the mock-ups for a menu 
design, Alex decided to use similar elements in 
each: a variation of leaves, tea cups, and branch-
es to see how many ways they could be arranged 
differently. Using similar elements allowed Alex 
to focus more on creating a comprehensive and 
aesthetically pleasing menu rather than spend-
ing a majority of time drawing out or collecting 
illustrations to use. 
Many different types if text were also explored in 
the beginning compilations, ranging from hand-
written, to cursive, to serif, and sans-serif. Alex 
found that what fit with the design and concept 
the most was the hand-lettering, because it en-
couraged the homey, calm feel that she wanted 
the cafe to display. 

The Final Menu- pictured right, featured ele-
ments from each draft menu. The most compli-
cated and visually designed pages are the ones 
that hold the teas, as they were cut out into the 
shape of their leaves. Alex decided on this after 
much contemplation because of the interesting 
interaction it would give patrons. The final menu 
also holds a more cohesive color scheme and 
imagery than the previous drafts, which Alex felt 
was a nice and effective touch to pull the entire 
project together.
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THe Final MEnu
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emojis as you’ve never 
seen them before...
It’s probably hard to imagine the claim “Emojis as you’ve never seen them before,” they’re everythere: phones, signs, even ads. Emojis are the 
prime example of design communication, images people use everyday to get their messages  or emotions across. This project however, took them 
out of the communication world and into the art world. The end result creating three mandala designs and coordinating gifs out of different 
pieces of well known emojis. 

The creation of these designs went though much exploration and research. To begin, Alex first went out to discover and capture references of 
symmetry in daily life. Walking around the well known streets of Brooklyn, Alex decided to make a challenge with herself to see how many 
references of symmetry she could find walking to the store one weekend morning. Using these images, Alex overlaid symmetry and grid lines in 
Adobe Illustrator to help understand the different types of symmetry and prompt new ways of viewing it. 

The next stage of the research project introduced the emojis to the design. Picking ten emojis from from the most common keyboard, Alex 
brought these into Illustrator and traced over individual elements with the pen tool. In the end the indiviudal elements made up the completed 
emojis, but the process of creating each piece individually really helped Alex to see the variations of designs that could be made just with simple 
elements, and even just using hte range within one emoji. 

After all of this research was processed, Alex began to create concepts for her designs, first starting out with ten rough iterations in Illustrator 
before picking three to refine futher. The three chosen and refined pieces are pictured here: The Golden Coin, Morning Sunburst, and Watermelon 
Wreath. Eventually, these images where also turned into gifs. For these gifs, Alex took inspiration for the moving elements from internet loading 
and waiting signs, as an idea that while one waits they might as well look at something nice.

Overall, this project really pushed Alex out of her comfort zone and to deal with new tools and techniques. Having never used the pen tool for 
large amounts of work in Illustrator before, the research of emojis not only helped Alex to mentally break thigns down, but also increased her 
ability and knowledge of the software program. The same is relevant to producing and exporting gifs in Photoshop, a skill that has already come 
in handy for another class’ final that she was already enrolled in.
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The Golden Coin

A bike chained on the street
near Wasington Ave.
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Morning Sunburst

A plant growing outside 
Willoughby dorm.
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Watermelon Wreath

Decal on a home’s exterior on
Willoughby Ave.
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Currency... In Space!
the Democratic Planet of Saturn

Imagine a universe where planets are the equivalent of our countries 
today. Technology has advanced so much that interspacial travel 
can happen as easily as a car ride and with the dramatic population 
increase the living space is desperately needed. This is when the 
Democratic Planet of Saturn is established, in Space Years (S.Y.) 355. 
Normal yearly counting reset with the extension of the galaxy, in the 
human year 4539 A.D.  Now each planet, new and old, has its own 
form of government, ranging from Democracies, to Monarchies, to 
Totalitarian states. The Universe is now an ever expanding 
INHABITABLE space for us to wander....

This of course is just the world that Alex created for a currency 
project.   The need for a world was not hard to imagine, as Alex has 
been creating many different world in her head since she was a child. 
This experience with world building was also beneficial in really 
being able to imagine what the planet, citizens, and currency might 
look like. Alex’s idea was to produce a currency that looked modern 
or even forward thinking, something that wouldn’t probably pass as 
legitimate currency today. This is because since the imagined world 
is set so far in the future, it could also be considered that the small 
things, like monetary design have changed and adapted with the 
times. 
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All of the currency notes for this set are created 
using one Pantone Solid Coated Spot color, in 
this instance 306 C, and a range of grayscale. 
Additionally, only two type faces were used, 
Amboy Inline and Pragmatica Bold. The for-
mer was chosen for its graphic, sleek quality 
and the latter was chosen for its bold yet simple 
appearance. The Pantone color 306 C is a mid-
dle blue shade, and was chosen for its closeness 
to the sky, imagining what saturn and its satel-
letes might look like from the face of the earth.
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The currency was created based on radial 
Symmetry, with a single point emulating from 
the center. Other graphics included overlapping 
stars created by the path tool, Saturn landscape 
backgrounds, images of the planet, and satellites. 

The bills were created to be read and categorized 
easily. Each bill is a different tone of the spot 
color for easier identification and the number 
on the bills is in large black type, which is also 
reversed on one side so that the bill can be read 
both ways.



Process and Production COM-D 242

Currency Comp Iteration #1
Print Version

100

100

100 100

100100
The Democratic 
Planet of Saturn

The Democratic Planet of Saturn

Royal Bank of Titan
Established S.Y.  356

Ro
ya

l B
an

k o
f T

ita
n

Es
ta

bl
ish

ed
 S

.Y
.  3

56

#74600000

Bank Issue No. 456898765 Identification Code: MSF5GGW3

#74600000

S

S

Current Treasury Henry McMillion President John Williams Aprroved By:

100

10
0FBKM4304039J

N5PH3HMP43

Typeface #1: 
Font-Family, Font Weight

Typeface #2:
Font-Family, Font Weight

Typeface #3:
Font-Family, Font Weight

Color Swatch #1:
Pantone Value

Color Swatch #2:
Black

6.1"

2.6"

Currency Comp Iteration 1
Proof Version

Coordinate Grid + Radial Grid (0.2" increments)

300 C

100 100

100100

Amboy Inline Regular

Pragmatica Bold

The Democratic 
Planet of Saturn

The Democratic Planet of Saturn

Royal Bank of Titan
Established S.Y.  356

Ro
ya

l B
an

k o
f T

ita
n

Es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

S.
Y.

  3
56

#74600000

Bank Issue No. 456898765 Identification Code: MSF5GGW3

#74600000

S

S

Lorem ipsum

306 C

Current Treasury Henry McMillion President John Williams Aprroved By:

100

10
0

AMBOY INLINE

Pragmatica Bold

FBKM4304039J

N5PH3HMP43

This projected helped Alex become even more 
comfortable using the Adobe Illustrator Pro-
gram, especially in creating and managing layers, 
how to control isolation layers, and the different 
effects that were available. Alex also learned how 
to use the pathfinder tool to create interesting 
icons out of overlapping shapes, such as the mul-
tiple star motifs that are present in the designs.
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Do you want to stay?
DIGITIAL PORTRAIT PROJECT

Portraits... the epitome of art school projects. One can barely make it though a year without having to create one. 
Here the situation is differnt however, it might even be called interesting. This is becasue this protrait is not a 
self-portrait like expected, its not done by hand over hours with a pencil or a brush, and its not in placed where 
you would like it should be. No, this portrait is all about mixing different things togetehr and portraying them in 
an unrealistic way, a somewhat new and strange concept some might believe. When Alex first heard of this proj-
ect, before reading anything about it, she interally groaned... loudly. To say that portraits are not her favorite thing 
in the world would be a slight understatement, especially because from experiece most times her own image is 
involved. However, a sense of relief came when reading the brief on the concept. Instead of taking images of your-
self or people you know, the portrait and background were to come from photography books, daily magazines, or 
some other physical media instead of being just randomless pulled off the internet. Alex went to the Pratt libraries 
to look at multiple books, scanning in images from each to geta compliation of 10 portraits and 10 background 
ideas. 

 From here all the Alex neededfor the design was a line of text. She scoured the New York Times internet 
site, collecting over 12 personally interesting lines from different news paper articles to take the quotes from. It 
was interesting reading, as well as an interesting challege, as the New York Times logged someone off if they read 
more than four articles on a single free trial. These three elements portrait, back ground, and text, were to be com-
bined to create not a recognizable portrait but something in its own unique league.
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“We only 
stay becasue 
we want to.”

 -What Is It About the Word 
‘Wife’?

 A New York Times Article.

Alex chose the image of a man in an office speaking into a 
headset for her portrait image. This is because of the dynamic 
angle the the head and gaze are making as well as the concept 
of the black and white image contrasting nicely with a color 
background. 

Alex chose this background becasue of its combination of being simple yet 
complex st the same time. The picture is simple in that it is mearly a picture 
of the beach, however, it gets much more complicated with the range of 
tones and colors present in the sky and water. 

The text is from an article about 
the use of the label wife in the 
home and how it can lead to cer-
tain expectations, suggesting that 
couples only stay in the relation-
ship becasue they want to, not 
becasue they have the labels of 
wife or husband.



Alex Jones- Portfolio 2018

Different approaches were used in exploring the ideas for the imagery and the text. For hte 
imagery, Alex went over different areas of color in Illustrator, drawing each section out on 
a different layer with the pen tool. This was done with 5 of the scanned portraits and 5 of 
the scanned landscapes to give Alex a variety of options to work with. These first iterations 
were very minimal, not very detailed renderings used mostly to just get the idea across. 

Along with the 5 Portraits and Landscapes, five text layouts were to be refined. Here Alex 
could use different fonts, scaling, effects, duplications, etc. to make the words graphic on 
their own. 

After reviewing all of the work, Alex picked the elements above to combine for her por-
trait project, feeling that the quote would fit nicely with a businessman out of place at the 
beach. 
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This is the final portrait compilation. The 
figure and sky were more heavily detailed 
to create a better sense of rendering and 
depth, as well as, the text was added to he 
upper right corner by way of a speech bub-
ble. Alex felt that a speech bubble would be 
an appropriate form to show the text given 
the headset that the figure is wearing. The 
hand-drawn appearance of the text along 
with the changing colors were both effects 
instituted to integrate them better into the 
piece, hopefully emulating the feeling of the 
background. This final piece was also cre-
ated into a small gif, starting with just the 
background, and having the figure appear 
and then step by step the text. 

This project taught Alex the best way to 
create curvature with the pen tool and ad-
ditionally how much small details can really 
change a composition to make it seem more 
cohesive. 
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